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LCSO ANIMAL CRUELTY TASK FORCE ARRESTS TWO FOR 

FELONY ANIMAL ABUSE 

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office received notification of a 

severely malnourished animal, named  “Khaleesi,” from 

a Florida-based rescue program. 

Following a thorough investigation, interview and the 

execution of a search warrant, the Lee County Sheriff’s 

Office Animal Abuse Task Force arrested Ashley Howard 

(DOB 04-03-1994) and Charles Edward Koons (DOB 02-

21-1995) and charged them with Aggravated Animal 

Abuse. 

The two were in 

possession of three 

dogs; one of which 

was already         

surrendered.  The 

other two were kept    

secured in cages, 

without food or  

water.  The          

residence smelled 

from feces and 

urine. 

The two canines 

remaining at the home were squeezed into one small 

cage and, as a result of being left uncared for, the       

animals were surrounded by feces.  All three canines 

were severely malnourished and barely able to stand or 

walk.  The dogs are now in the care of “Mutty Paws    

Rescue,” a local not-for-profit agency. 

LEAVING PETS BEHIND… 

Sadly, the COVID-19 pandemic has created enormous 

financial difficulty for many residents across the entire 

nation.  Many of our friends, family members and   

neighbors in Lee County have been displaced as a  

result of economic hardship. 

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office has received calls        

regarding pets left behind. 

Pets are a financial responsibility and we understand 

that, under such circumstances, it may become      

impossible to keep your pet. 

There are humane and decent alternatives to       

abandoning pets.  Abandoned pets are often left    

unattended for inhumane periods of time without 

food , water, and on occasion, tethered outdoors in 

the heat. 

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty Task 

Force respectfully asks pet owners unable to keep 

their pets to “Owner Surrender” to one of our local 

animal shelters. 

Both the Gulf Coast 

Humane Society 

(239-332 0364) and 

the Cape Coral   

Animal Shelter (239

-573-2002) accept 

these animals.  This 

is done BY           

APPOINTMENT   

ONLY. 



CATS AND KITTENS AT GULF COAST HUMANE             

SOCIETY SEEKING FOREVER HOMES 

Tiger, Twinkles, Tinkerbell and friends are optimistically  

awaiting an opportunity to unconditionally love you and 

your family in a safe and happy home. 

Cats are ideal pets and 

wonderful companions!  

They require less     

maintenance than dogs 

and provide loads of 

pleasure and                  

entertainment. 

Studies have documented 

extremely positive effects 

on children including    

improvement of social 

skills, an ability to better cope with trauma and, in some 

cases, can lower their risk for developing allergies. 

Additionally, cats are ideal 

for smaller living spaces, 

such as apartments and, 

unlike dogs, don’t require 

multiple walkings per day. 

Interested?  Visit the Gulf 

Coast Humane Society at 

2010 Arcadia Street in 

Fort Myers or call (239) 

332-0364. 

LOVE IS LOVE… 

Two of Gulf Coast Humane Society’s adoptable dogs   

enjoy a special moment at an LCSO Mall Mutts event. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO MUTTY PAWS RESCUE FOR                

THEIR ASSISTANCE AND FOR FOSTERING KHALEESI! 

Mutty Paws Rescue, a 501(c)3 dedicated to saving dogs 

scheduled for euthanization, has been the driving force 

behind Khaleesi’s rescue. 

Additionally, Mutty Paws ensures that dogs receive all 

required medical care and works diligently, on cases 

such as Khaleesi’s, to rehabilitate dogs who have 

suffered injury or trauma. 

Khaleesi is 

already    

bonded with 

her foster 

brother, only 

wanting to be 

wherever he 

is! 

Khaleesi was     

initially unable 

to stand or walk, but now happily runs around the house 

and yard. 

If you wish to assist Mutty Paws by making a donation or 

wish to learn more about this remarkable rescue, please 

visit muttypawsrescue.org or email them at     

muttypawsrescue@outlook.com. 

muttypawsrescue.org


 

 

 

CAPE CORAL ANIMAL SHELTER &  VETERINARY      

CLINIC IN NEED OF SUPPLIES 

Animal shelters exhaust enormous amounts of supplies 

above and beyond the vast amount of food that they 

feed their residents. 

The Cape Coral Animal Shelter & Veterinary Clinic, 

housing a significant number of puppies, is in need of 

powdered puppy milk replacer for orphaned puppies.  

This is a much-needed food source that contains       

probiotics, prebiotics, vitamins, minerals and much 

more.  

Additionally, the shelter is in 

need of dog wee-wee (pee) 

pads, commercial trash bags, 

towels, sheets, blankets,   

distilled water and vinegar.  

The vinegar, mixed with 

Dawn dishwashing     deter-

gent and salt, safely kills 

weeds on the property. 

If you are able to assist, please drop off donated items 

at the shelter located at 325 SW 2nd Avenue in Cape 

Coral. 

If an online donation is 

preferred, please visit 

the Cape Coral Animal 

Shelter & Veterinary 

Clinic online at   

capecoralanimalshel-

ter.com/ 

 

 “TOP QUALITY” DOG FOOD RECALLS “BEEF HVM”    

ONE-POUND PACKAGES 

The Top Quality Dog Food company of Hyattsville, 

Maryland, is recalling “Beef HVM” one-pound        

packages due to the potential 

of Salmonella spp., Listeria monocyto-

genes.  Salmonella, Listeria, can affect animals eating 

the product and there is risk to humans handling    

contaminated products, especially if they have not 

thoroughly washed their hands after having contact 

with the products or any surfaces exposed to these 

products.  

The lot number for the recall is 071521. 

If your dog has consumed this product, it is highly   

recommended that you contact your veterinarian. 

You can contact the Top Quality Dog Food company at 

240-802-6601, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 

4:30 PM ET, or email them at                                        

customerservice@topqualitydogfood.com. 


