EDUCATING OUR STUDENTS
A significant function of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office
Animal Cruelty Task Force is the education of our county’s
students regarding animal rights, appropriate animal
treatment, as well as explaining animal-related county
ordinances and state statutes.
Children taught compassion and empathy for animals are,
according to numerous studies, more likely to obey
domestic-animal and wildlife laws, more likely to treat
one another with kindness and mercy and, most
importantly, less likely to engage in any form of violence.
According to these
same studies and
reports, children
responsible for
mass-casualty events
tend to have histories
involving animal
cruelty, abuse and
death.

The Animal Cruelty
Task Force, along with
our furry Sergeant
Hope, visited Mrs.
Benito and her Leadership Class at Six Mile Charter
Academy.
In addition to the aforementioned animal-related
messages, the students were reminded of the importance
of reporting concerns regarding animal mistreatment to
teachers, parents, SROs and/or guardians.
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HAPPY “GOTCHA DAY,” DEPUTY CHANCE!
It has been four wonderful and love-filled years since the
Lee County Sheriff’s Office rescued Chance following
horrific abuse and mistreatment.
Chance has
grown into
a joyful,
confident
and loving
canine and
our love and appreciation for him increases by the day!
Special thanks to Lee County Domestic Animal Services
for all that they have done, and continue to do, on behalf
of Deputy Chance and the large number of homeless pets
that pass through their shelter!
ENJOYING THE AMENITIES AT THE MARCENO MOTEL
Ashley Ellen Howard (DOB
04/03/1994), accused of
brutally abusing three dogs,
has found her way back to
the Lee County Jail.
With the diligent assistance
of the State Attorney’s
Office, and the
determination of the LCSO
Animal Cruelty Task Force,
Howard will be spending a
significant amount of time behind bars.

SERGEANT HOPE RECEIVES PROSTHETIC LEG

FRANKLY, SCARLETT…

Sergeant Hope, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal
Cruelty Task Force Ambassador, has been an integral part
of the task force’s efforts to remind the community of
the horrors of animal abuse and mistreatment.

When Scarlett O’Hara questioned Rhett Butler, “"Where
shall I go? What shall I do?” in the 1939 classic, “Gone
With the Wind,” Rhett replied, "My dear, I don't give a
damn."

In Hope’s case, veterinarians made every effort to repair
and save her brutally damaged leg, however, it became
clear that this was neither possible nor in the dog’s best
interest. Dogs and cats have demonstrated a remarkable
ability to overcome the loss of a limb and manage to
function adequately.

As for this Scarlett, a four-year-old Pit Bull, we are most
definitely concerned about her future!

Sergeant Hope, a one-year-old Pit Bull, is proof that
domestic animals can live fully active lives despite an
amputation.
While Hope is as active as any other puppy, her missing
front leg causes her to tire a bit prematurely.
This month, our furry ambassador received a prosthetic
limb and, to no one’s surprise, is flourishing since its

Paws Crossed, a local 501(c)3 canine rescue, saved
Scarlett from the most heinous abuse and mistreatment
in Hendry County. Used for breeding, kept in a small,
back-yard crate, Scarlett had no choice but to lay in her
own urine and feces. She was severely emaciated, had
urine burns on multiple parts of her body, had hook
worms, heart worms and other parasitic issues.
Scarlett is housetrained, healthy
and good with
other dogs her
size. She is
available for
adoption and so
deserves a loving
home.
If you have room
in your heart and
your home and
wish to make
Scarlett a part of your family, or wish to donate to this
incredible canine rescue, please reach out to Paws
Crossed by visiting their website www.pawscrossed.dog.
Foster homes are always needed to accommodate the
many dogs saved by this group. Information regarding
participation in their foster home system is also available
on their website.

arrival. The limb will allow Sergeant Hope to restore
normal four-legged mobility and reduce the stress placed
on her front, left leg, spine and neck. Regular
maintenance, daily skin examinations and therapy will be
a part of Hope’s future care...but we’re committed to
helping our furry friend!

Additionally, Paws Crossed maintains a thrift shop located
at 16440 South Tamiami Trail, Suite 7, Fort Myers, FL,
using proceeds to fund their rescue efforts. They are
always seeking volunteers. Stop by and say hello!

NEKO’S STORY: AN LCSO K9’s RETURN TO SERVICE

(Neko, continued)

Exceeding the loving relationship that many share with
their pets, the alliance between a law enforcement K9
handler and his/her canine is one that is comprised of a
volume of indestructible trust, unmatched allegiance
and precision communication that may very well save a
life.

team for both patrol and narcotic detection. From 2015
to 2020 Neko and I successfully passed and certified
through the National Police Canine Association (NPCA)
and from 2021-2022 Neko and I successfully passed and
certified through the Florida Law Enforcement Canine
Association (FLECA).”

That bond...that connection...that devotion is tested
daily as deputies go about their law enforcement duties.
“Having a strong bond between handler and canine is
essential,” explained Lee County Sheriff’s Office Deputy
Sheriff First Class Travis Deal. “This allows for not only a
loyal partnership but creates a undisputed level of trust
between the handler and canine which is needed for
training and working together as a team in the real
world. The handler and their canine partner are nearly
together 24/7. They work full time together, usually
work any extra overtime together and are together
off-duty at home. There is very little time that handler
and canine partner are not together.”

As mentioned, while on patrol, Deputy Deal and Neko
were involved in a severe vehicular collision in the
summer of 2020. Neko sustained a fully ruptured disc
between his L2 and L3 vertebrae which left him unable
to walk. Neko’s injuries required surgery to repair the
ruptured disc.

In a recent conversation with Deputy Deal, he shared
details of an extremely serious vehicular collision that
occurred while he and his K9 partner, “Neko,” were
struck by a driver who failed to stop at a stop sign and
collided with their patrol vehicle on August 15, 2020.
Neko, a black German Shepherd, joined forces with
Deputy Deal in February of 2015. Neko, born on July 16,
2013, was a year-and-a-half old at the time. A “green”
dog, Neko had no previous training and, together, dog
and deputy would begin lengthy and tedious training.
“Neko and I started the long process of K9 patrol
training...which consists of a minimum of 500 hours in
patrol work,” shared Deputy Deal. “The type of skills
that were taught to Neko included obedience, tracking,
area searching, building searching, evidence recovery,
apprehension and handler protection. After the patrol
academy, canine Neko began his training in Narcotic
detection work. Through this training, Neko learned to
detect the odors of Heroin, Cocaine, Methamphetamine,
MDMA (ecstasy) and Marijuana. Once the training was
completed we, as a “team” (Neko and I), had to pass a
K9 Certification which tests the skills that have been
taught to Neko and our ability to work together as a

“The long road to recovery
started after surgery,”
shared Deputy Deal. “The
first week post-surgery,
Neko was only able to walk
with the assistance of me
holding a sling around his
belly in order to relieve all
of his body weight off of his
hind legs. Neko was
essentially going to have to
learn to walk again by reactivating nerve pathways that
were damaged from the ruptured disc, building back
muscle strength and coordination.”
The process was both slow and difficult.
“Neko began to slowly start walking very short distances
with my assistance of holding the sling and slowly
allowing him to bear more and more weight onto his
hind legs until he was able to support himself,” shared
the deputy. “Neko’s physical therapy began utilizing an
underwater treadmill. Being submerged in water
allowed the therapist to regulate Neko’s weight-bearing
allowance in order to assist him walking, building
strength and coordination. In addition to the
underwater treadmill, Neko would participate in muscle
strength building exercises which mainly consisted of
holding body position on different type of surfaces.
With the assistance of professional therapists, in
conjunction with hundreds of hours of at-home work,

(Neko, continued)

(Neko, continued)

Neko’s regimen of exercises became more advanced and
included body position-holding exercises which went
from hard surfaces to uneven surfaces to unsteady
surfaces.

Without question, the unbreakable, loving bond
between the two brought the team back into service.

“He had to begin navigating up and down stairs (I even
was taking him to the Twins Stadium to walk stairs
there),” stated Deputy Deal. “Neko was walking up over
objects, we set up a straight-through walking course
which consisted of bars set at different heights and
angles in order to help Neko improve his coordination.”

Eventually, Neko mastered walking and running on flat
ground, angled ground, uphill and downhill gradients.
Neko also was given laser therapy to help reduce
inflammation and promote healing.

“I have no doubt that the extremely strong and unique
bond between Neko and I is what gave both of us the
strength, determination and willpower to push through
for a full recovery,” Deal confirmed. “Not only that, but
our bond is what allowed Neko to have complete trust in
me to help him during a time that he was helpless.
Whether it was taking him to the doctor, helping him
walk, go the bathroom, picking him up into the truck,
pushing him to perform exercises or even walk the extra
minute, he trusted me to help him...as much as I trust
him to save my life if he ever needed to. The bond
between handler and canine partner is a special one and
one that only few will ever experience.”

LEHIGH ELEMENTARY ROLLS UP THEIR SLEEVES
Following a visit from our furry ambassador, Sergeant
Hope and LCSO Animal Cruelty Task Force members
Lieutenant Richard Castellon
and Sergeant Jami Najarro,
First Grade Teacher Kathy Hirt
and her entire class “got to
work” collecting nearly 200
pounds of pet food, pet toys,
blankets, pet beds, leashes
and so much more for our
local rescues and shelters.

With the devoted and diligent care of Deputy Deal and a
team of veterinarians and therapist, Neko is back on
duty.
“In the beginning, after the diagnosis and with the
therapist saying his ability to return to work is
unknown...especially due to the fact that she stated
large dogs often do not fare well with this type of
serious injury, my heart was broken,” Deal stated. “This
was something that would have to be continually
reassessed dependent upon Neko’s progression through
recovery.”

The class decided to do all that they could to help the
rescues and shelters that work diligently to house and
find loving homes for our county’s homeless pets.
Supplies such a these, along with cleaning supplies, cat
litter, trash bags, buckets, and laundry detergent become
a significant expense for
these not-for-profit
organizations. The work
done by Ms. Hirt, her
students and their
families will go a long
way toward helping
these agencies!

C.R.O.W. AND OUR MIGRATORY BIRDS
By Haillie Mesics, C.R.O.W. Public Relations & Marketing Director

At CROW, birds make up 60% of our admissions. Birds,
brown pelicans, laughing gulls, and birds of prey, like
owls, eagles, vultures, ospreys, kestrels, and kites
commonly suffer injuries after being hit by a car or
window strikes. In other cases, these birds can also be
poisoned, second-handedly, through rodenticide. A small
number of raptors also come in due to being shot.
According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Committee, all Florida birds of prey are protected under
the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act and under Florida
law. This means the birds themselves, as well as their
nests and eggs, are protected by federal and state laws.
Although it is illegal to shoot any raptor, injured birds
continue to be admitted with lead pellets or other
bullets embedded.
Lead poisoning from bullets can also kill birds of prey.
Radiography at CROW allows to staff to determine not
only where the wing fractures occur and other internal
injuries but can also show bullets and pellets in the chest
cavity and body. Depending on the severity of the wound
and the depth of the bullet, veterinarians can attempt to
remove the metal fragments allowing the patient to recover; in some cases, removing the fragments would be
too detrimental to the bird’s health, in which case the
fragments will be left.
On January 16th, a Barred Owl (#22-149) was admitted
to CROW from Moore Haven, Florida, after being hit by a
car. Upon physical examination, the veterinarians found
that the birds suffered a lens displacement of the left
eye, and two fractures in the left wing. An old, stable left
leg fracture had healed, and a lower leg fracture with
metal fragments was also
discovered.
Staff suspect that the owl was
likely shot a while ago,
recovered from the gunshot
injury, and then was hit by a car
which resulted in the wing
fractures and head trauma seen
upon admission. The owl was
given anti-inflammatory, pain medications, and was

( C.R.O.W., continued)

placed in an oxygen chamber for support. Hospital staff
placed a wing splint and body wrap to stabilize the
fracture.
The owl received weeks of physical therapy to restore
range of motion in the wing. The patient is still at CROW
and has recently been moved to the outdoor enclosures,
meaning the owl is one step closer to being released back
to the wild!

SAVANNAH SEARCHING FOR A LOVING HOME
Yes, I could stand to lose a few pounds...but who
couldn’t? It’s difficult here at the shelter. I share the
facility with over one hundred furry felines and it gets a
bit stressful. With food all around me, well, I eat a bit too
much. Perhaps you can help! Peleton is out of the
question because my legs are too short to reach the
pedals...but, I’m certainly open to a diet!
The staff here describes me as cute...as sweet...and as

friendly. I would so love to be part of a family and to
have a little space of my own.
Please come by and say hello! I’m residing at Helping
Paws Animal Sanctuary located at 10060 Mallory Pkwy E,
Unit D, Saint James City 33956...or call 239-283-9100.
Of course, you can visit our website at
www.HelpingPawsAnimalSanctuary.com for additional
information or to help this
wonderful agency care for me
and for my furry friends.

Q&A WITH DR. WENDY PERRA, DVM

IN MEMORIAM…

Dr. Perra received her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
degree from Tuskegee University in 2000. She is a
veterinarian in Lee County, Florida, who has been the
primary veterinarian servicing the Lee County and Hendry
County Sheriff’s Office canine units for well over 15 years.

In her final photograph, 26-year-0ld Ukrainian animal-aid
volunteer, Anastasiia Yalanskaya, is seated next to the bags of
dog food that she had delivered to a canine shelter just
outside of Kyiv, Ukraine.
Despite the violence around
her, and defying stern
recommendations from her
husband, Anastasiia drove
her car to a local dog shelter
in Bucha, near the city of
Irpin.

Question: "Is it true that flat-faced dogs, such as Pugs and
Bulldogs, are prone to breathing problems?"
Dr. Wendy Perry, DVM: "Dogs that have shortened skull
bones creating a flat-faced appearance are known as
brachycephalic breeds. This group includes a wide array
of favorites including Pugs, Bulldogs, Boston Terriers and
many more.
While most of these dogs are fun-loving family members,
they are not good bed mates due to their snoring. Will
this upper airway conformation predispose your fur baby
to respiratory problems? The simple answer is yes.
Brachycephalic breeds often have a partial airway
obstruction caused by narrowed nostrils, elongated soft
palate, everted saccules in the larynx and an
underdeveloped trachea. These congenital conditions
result in a decreased circumference of the upper airways
and redundant tissues around the back of the throat.
The result is snoring, loud breathing, frequent panting,
chronic coughing and/or gagging creating difficulty
swallowing, all of which are exacerbated by warm and
humid weather. Obesity complicates the problem further.
These dogs are often reluctant to do much exercise simply
because they cannot meet their oxygen needs.
It is important to note that not every brachycephalic dog
will demonstrate these problems. But for the ones that
do, surgical correction is the best option to improve their
quality of life. In addition, managing their weight as well
as any seasonal allergies that can cause havoc in the
upper airways is critical. When they experience any illness
that has an effect on the respiratory system, the
symptoms are amplified and can even lead to fainting,
pulmonary edema or aspiration pneumonia.
So, if you are privileged to have a flat-faced Fido, call your
veterinarian at the first signs of any unusual respiratory
issues.”

Refusing to accept an offer to
flee the region, she insisted
on remaining to assist animal
rescue centers in the Northern Ukraine area.
Anastasiia’s car was
riddled with smallarms fire, killing her.
The Lee County
Sheriff’s Office Animal
Cruelty Task Force
wishes to thank
Anastasiia for her
courage and for her
devotion to animals.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends.

DON’T FORGET THE FELINES!
Our local rescues and shelters care for a remarkable number
of homeless and medically needy cats and kittens.
The Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty Task Force is so
grateful to those who have stopped by our community
outreach centers and donated cat food, cat toys, litter and
cleaning materials!

Please consider
donating items such as
cleaning supplies,
towels (cloth and
paper), Dawn
dishwashing liquid,
leashes, dog/cat food
(unopened, please),
harnesses, Nylabone
and Kong dog toys, puppy/kitten replacement milk, Isopropyl
alcohol, hydrogen peroxide, cat litter, etc. at any of our LCSO
Community Outreach Centers.

UPCOMING ANIMAL CRUELTY TASK FORCE EVENTS

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty Task
Force conducts and participates in numerous events
designed to benefit the homeless animals in our
county. These events raise funds, awareness and
gather much-needed supplies for local shelters and
rescues.

KEEP THE SHELTER SUPPLIES COMING!

As promised, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal
Cruelty Task Force will continue to collect supplies to
assist our local rescues and shelters.
These items are desperately needed in order to care for
our homeless animals.
Our community has been remarkably generous and has
donated well over one thousand pounds of supplies.

In April, the Animal Cruelty Task Force will be
participating in two wonderful, family events:
On April 9, please join us for the “Pizza & Paws” event
designated to raise funds and awareness for the Cape
Coral Animal Shelter. In addition to the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty Task Force, the Cape
Coral Police Department, Oasis Charter Schools, a local
radio station and our Animal Cruelty Task Force photo
booth will be on site.
The event will be held in the LaMotta’s Cape Coral
parking lot located on the corner of NE Pine Island
Road and NE 3rd Avenue in Cape Coral from 10:00 am
until 1:00 pm. Activities will include a bounce house,
adoptable pets, the LCSO ice cream truck and some
amazing pizza from LaMotta’s.
On April 23, please join us at Sun Sports Cycle &
Watercraft located at 3441 Colonial Boulevard.
Benefitting the Gulf Coast Humane Society, this fun,
family event will include most of the same activities as
our April 9 event and will be a wonderful opportunity
to meet and greet some adoptable dogs! A local radio
station will be on hand...a bounce house for the
kids...food trucks and more! Stop by...bring family and
friends...help us help local rescues and shelters!

In addition to utilizing all Lee County Sheriff’s Office
Community Outreach Centers as drop-off points, please
feel free to drop all material donations at the following
locations:
Crowther 11791 Metro Parkway, Fort Myers, FL 33966
Royal Shell 1105 Cape Coral Pkwy., Cape Coral, FL 33904
LaMotta’s Cape Coral 303 NE 3 Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33909
Items needed include towels (cloth and paper), blankets,
washcloths, disinfectant, disinfectant wipes, trash bags (13
gallon and 55 gallon), mops, buckets, squeegees, bleach,
sponges, scrub pads, laundry detergent, Dawn dishwashing liquid, dog and cat toys (especially toys for “heavy
chewers”), harnesses, potty pads, dog and cat food
(unopened, please), puppy/kitten replacement milk, cat
litter, litter boxes, leashes, pet-grooming supplies, large
Nylabones, Kong toys, Isopropyl alcohol, Hydrogen
peroxide, garden hoses and spray nozzles, baby bottles
with 0-3 month nipples, pet crates (any size), stainless
steel food and water bowls, nylon brooms, cat scratch
pads, cat towers, latex and non-latex gloves,
home-improvement store gift cards, distilled water, and
hand sanitizer. THANK YOU!

“Kindness and compassion towards
all living things is a mark of a
civilized society.”
- Cesar Chavez

