
DECEMBER 2022 
NBC2 RIDES ALONG WITH LCSO ANIMAL                       

CRUELTY TASK FORCE...RECORDS ARREST 

NBC-2’s Christy Soto requested an inside look at the work 

done by the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty 

Task Force.  Her story can be seen by visiting            

https://nbc-2.com/news/crime/2022/11/18/an-inside-

look-at-lcso-animal-cruelty-task-force-building-a-case-

against-abusers/ 

Following a thorough review of x-rays and evidence of a 

clear case of aggravated animal abuse, Soto rode along 

with the task force as arrests were made in Lehigh Acres. 

Vicky Lanell Thompson (DOB 06-13-1988) and Terrence 

Lamar Williams (DOB 04-20-1982) were arrested and 

charged accordingly for the heinous abuse inflicted on 

five-month-

old Roxy, an 

American   

Bully. 

X-rays         

revealed   

multiple bone 

fractures, 

some already 

healed        

improperly, 

and BBs embedded inside of her chest and hip. 

“Roxy is a sad case,” remarked Sheriff Carmine Marceno.  

“It’s evident that this little puppy has been abused,” he 

added. 

With more than five different bone-fractures, Roxy was 

unable to put her full weight on her front leg. 

“The pellets are going to be there forever,” shared       

Animal Cruelty Task Force Sergeant Jami Najarro. 

Roxy was 

removed 

from her 

abusive 

home and 

placed 

with “Big 

Hearts Big Dogs,” a local rescue that has always been 

willing and able to assist the Lee County Sheriff’s Office 

when a 

safe home 

or foster 

home is 

needed for 

an abused 

canine. 

Reportedly, Roxy’s incision is healing well and she is now 

on her way to a full recovery.                                               

LCSO will now petition 

the Court for custody 

of the canine. Sheriff 

Marceno’s hope…”to 

find Roxy a loving 

home.” 



Q&A WITH DR. MEGAN DAVIS, DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL  

OPERATIONS AT CAPE CORAL ANIMAL SHELTER 

Dr. Megan Davis joined the Cape Coral Animal Shelter as 

Director of Medical Operations in April of 2022 and    

oversees the veterinary care for patients at the shelter's 

veterinary clinic as well as their shelter animals.  

Monthly, Dr. Davis kindly takes time out of her busy day 

to answer questions emailed to the Lee County Sheriff's 

Office Animal Cruelty Task Force.  

Question: "What are the early signs of Feline             

Leukemia? I have several cats and one seems to have 

lost her appetite. Should I isolate her from the other 

cats before I bring her to the vet this weekend?"  

Dr. Megan Davis DVM cVMA: Feline Leukemia is a    

contagious virus (FeLV) that causes a weakened          

immune system. Up to 3% of cats in the US are positive. 

It can cause severe anemia (low red blood cell count) 

and even some types of cancer! 

Some cats with FeLV show no signs at all. As the disease 

progresses you may notice weakness, pale gums, severe 

gingivitis, loss of appetite / weight loss, chronic            

respiratory infections, or enlarged lymph nodes.                                                                                      

Mother cats can pass FeLV onto their kittens during 

pregnancy and via       

nursing. Adult cats may 

be less susceptible but 

can obtain it via bite 

wounds and even       

grooming (the virus is 

transmitted in saliva). 

FeLV is also shed in feces 

and urine so could be        

contracted by sharing a litter box with an infected cat.  

FeLV screening tests can be performed at your vets 

office with results in as little at 10 minutes! Positive 

tests should always be confirmed at an outside lab.  

Over the years we have learned more and more about 

the virus and now recognize some cats can be carriers 

but their immune system keeps it in check and they do 

not become clinically ill. These cats are at low risk of    

transmitting it to others and may even be able to clear  

(Dr. Davis, continued) 

FeLV from their bodies! The outside lab test (called an 

IFA) can help detect these carrier cats.  

If your cat goes outside or has frequent exposure to  

other cats (ex. you foster kittens), then ask your            

veterinarian about the FeLV vaccine. While no vaccine is 

100%, it can reduce your cats risk. However spay/neuter 

remains the most effective way of reducing FeLV       

transmission among cats.  

While appetite loss may indicate your cat has Feline   

Leukemia, there are many other possibilities, many of 

which are far more common than FeLV. Your vet may 

recommend comprehensive bloodwork or x-rays, but an 

FeLV test is always a good idea in a sick cat.                  

I recommend separating your cat from the others simply 

because they do not feel well and may be less stressed 

in a quiet place by themselves. 

CANINE HOLIDAY STRUGGLES... 

YOU CAN REPORT 

SUSPECTED         

ANIMAL ABUSE              

ANONYMOUSLY! 



MALL MUTTS AT MIROMAR OUTLETS 

They arrive monthly to walk the outlets in search of a   

forever family...two furry friends who have become 

homeless by no fault of their own. 

On this particular day, Gulf Coast Humane Society staff 

brought “Ranger” and “Houdini,” two adorable males, to 

the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Miromar Outlets            

Community Outreach Center. 

LCSO staff, along with members of the Gulf Coast         

Humane Society, walked throughout the mall, introducing 

the canines to outlet shoppers, store employees...anyone 

willing to take a moment to greet our furry buds. 

In addition to searching for potential adopters, "Mall 

Mutts" provides the canines an opportunity to                

socialize...to exercise...to enjoy a "Puppuccino" from      

our friends at Starbucks.  

And, while we always take numerous photographs along 

the way, one particular picture truly captured the love 

and dedication that we always see from Gulf Coast       

Humane Society staff. In this photo, Brian Wierima,    

Community Relations Coordinator, takes a moment 

to...let's say "smooch..." with "Ranger," a one-year-old 

shelter pup. 

The Lee County Sheriff's 

Office and the LCSO       

Animal Cruelty Task Force 

wish to thank Brian and 

the entire GCHS staff for 

the love, care and         

dedication that they      

bestow upon our       

homeless pets on a daily 

basis. 

For additional information 

regarding Ranger and any 

of the other wonderful 

canines and felines       

looking for homes at the 

Gulf Coast Humane        

Society, please visit their 

website at gulfcoasthumanesociety.org, visit them on 

Facebook or call (239) 332-0364. 

GOLDENFEST XII 

The Lee County community gathered at the Shell Factory 

on this month to celebrate "GoldenFest XII." 

The Lee County Sheriff's 

Office Animal Cruelty Task 

Force was on hand, along 

with dozens of vendors, LCSO 

K9, dock diving and so much 

more. 

A congregation of Golden Retrievers...more than one 

could imagine...roamed the grounds, along with hundreds 

of guests and their furry family members. 

Visitors spent time shopping from local vendors, chatted 

with animal-related non-profits, enjoyed obedience           

demonstrations and live music and took photos with     

Santa Paws. 

Animal Cruelty Task Force      

Ambassador, Lieutenant Hope, 

spent much of the day receiving 

belly-rubs and treats from the 

many guests that she greeted. 

Special thanks to Golden        

Retriever Rescue of Southwest 

Florida for hosting the event. 

 



FURRY CHRISTMAS PRESENTS… 

On December 26th, the lines will form at many of our 

nation's animal shelters as many well-intended furry 

Christmas gifts are returned or surrendered. 

Given with love, these animals are sadly condemned to 

return to the shelter-life that they dreamed of leaving 

behind.  

All-too-many recipients of dogs and cats are wholly     

unprepared for the responsibilities and expenses           

associated with properly caring for a pet.  

Depending upon the specific animal, pet ownership is a 

decade-long commitment, or far longer, that needs to be 

discussed PRIOR to giving a pet as a Christmas gift.  

PLEASE...fully discuss pet ownership with recipients,    

parents, guardians, etc., prior to bringing a pet into a 

home. Ensure that the recipient is prepared for all that 

accompanies pet-ownership...house-training, potential 

furniture/carpet damage, veterinary and food costs and 

the significant number of hours of attention required for 

healthy pet-ownership. Ensure that the animal won't be 

left for long periods of time due to an extensive          

work-schedule.  

Lastly, if the decision is made to obtain a pet, PLEASE  

consider adopting from a local shelter or rescue rather 

than purchasing a pet. An estimated 6.3 million pets are 

admitted to animal shelters and rescues each year. Over 

2 million...one-third of them...never leave. 

Be a resolution to the homeless pet problem...not a     

contributor. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF “DECOMPRESSION”                   

WHEN BRINGING HOME A NEW DOG 

Many of us who have brought home a new dog from the 

local shelter have had visions of cuddly, snuggly and    

immediate fun…especially when there are children      

involved. 

We anticipate each child’s reaction to seeing the pup for 

the very first time, expecting instant bonding and          

celebration. 

Often, this is not the case… 

Consider the anxiety experienced by the dog.  What is 

this experience like for your new furry family member?   

Is it all sunshine, lollipops and rainbows? 

Newly-homed dogs are often frightened…not knowing 

what to expect…not yet comfortable with their new     

surroundings and      

family members. 

“Decompression” could 

take a significant 

amount of time.       

Patience and              

understanding will go a long way towards helping the  

canine make the transition successfully. 

Sadly, many dogs are returned to shelters when they do 

not acclimate quickly. 

IS BETA RIGHT FOR MU? 

Beta is an adorable puppy who loves to play and enjoys    

playing with other dogs.  According to the Cape Coral   

Animal Shelter, Beta requires attention, has lots of       

energy, but is a wonderful 

dog in need of a safe and 

loving home! 

To meet Beta, or for          

additional information, 

please call 239-573-2002 or 

visit  the Cape Coral Animal 

Shelter located at 325 SW 2 

Avenue in Cape Coral. 

 



SAFETY TIPS FOR CHILD-CANINE INTERACTION 

Young children, statistically, are the most likely to be 

involved in dog-bite incidents.  The results of a recent 

study suggested that young children are less likely to 

recognize signs of aggression or to understand territorial

-protection behaviors. 

Children also need to understand that all dogs,            

regardless of their size or breed, are capable of biting. 

Consider discussing these matters with your children 

when they are around canines: 

 Children should not attempt to play with, pet or 

even approach a sleeping dog. 

 Dogs behind fences or in vehicles should not be   

approached.  Canines are territorial and are more 

likely to bite when protecting property. 

 Dogs in possession of bones, toys or caring for      

puppies are more likely to show aggression. 

 Children should avoid approaching and/or petting an 

unfamiliar dog without first obtaining permission 

from the owner.  If permission is granted, children 

should avoid petting the dog on the head, but rather 

pet the shoulders and back. 

 Startling a dog is never a good idea and should be 

avoided whenever possible. 

Teach your child to recognize signs of canine aggression 

and fear.  Help them to understand that dogs may be 

frightened by Halloween costumes, by loud noises and 

screaming and by large numbers of people.  Additionally, 

never leave a child below the age of ten with an          

unfamiliar dog. 

         LCSO PET FOOD DRIVE ENDS… 

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office began distributing pet 

food, to pet owners in need, immediately following the 

passing of Hurricane Ian. 

Sheriff Carmine Marceno, deeply concerned about the 

potential for pets to go unfed, gathered pet food           

donations from our local shelters...dog food, cat food, pet 

treats, rabbit food, bird food...even guinea pig food...to 

ensure that no pet owner should have to struggle to feed 

their furry and feathered friends. 

With the generous assistance 

of Lee County Domestic      

Animal Services, the Cape 

Coral Animal Shelter, the Gulf 

Coast Humane Society and 

the dozens of private citizens 

who both brought food and had food delivered to the 

LCSO Miromar Outlets Community Outreach Center, the 

Lee County Sheriff’s Office was able to distribute in excess 

of 7,000 pounds of food and cat litter. 

“I lost nearly everything 

and we’re staying with 

relatives in North Naples,” 

shared Miriam, who was 

beyond grateful for the 

assistance.  “Money is 

tight now.  Everything is 

so expensive.  We have two dogs.  I can’t tell you how 

much this helps.” 

Many expressed similar sentiments, appreciative of the 

large selection of food that was made available to them.  

Those in dire need, unable to find transportation to our 

outreach center, had food and litter delivered to their 

homes.  Food was additionally shared with local churches 

and food pantries.                                                                                           

And, of course, Lieutenant 

Hope made certain to stop 

by to “ensure the          

freshness” of some of the 

canine treats that were 

being distributed.           

Reportedly, all treats met Hope’s rigorous criteria! 



 

“Until one has loved an animal, 

part of one’s soul remains             

unawakened.”    - Anatole France 

FOSTER HOMES DESPERATELY                                                

NEEDED FOR LOCAL RESCUES 

With space often limited at local shelters, it is the          

remarkable work done by area rescues that save         

countless dogs and cats from unhappy endings. 

Unlike shelters, animal rescues do not have physical   

structures/shelters and require housing for all of their 

pets. 

Often underfunded, these rescues rely wholly on             

individuals willing to agree to take homeless animals into 

their home and to provide a safe and loving environment 

for a predetermined period of time or until an adoptive 

home is found. 

While rules and conditions 

sometimes vary, the     

rescues generally pay for 

all food, veterinary care 

and incidentals.   

On occasion, shelters ask 

for assistance, from foster      

parents, to house shelter dogs that are struggling in the 

stressful shelter environment or when the shelter no   

longer has room to accept animals. 

Fostering an animal often proves to be an incredibly     

rewarding and satisfying activity.  In addition to helping an 

animal to learn social skills or to learn to be around other 

pets, fostering often saves the lives of animals likely to be 

euthanized. 

Interested in fostering?  Do you wish to be the bridge    

between homeless and home? 

Please email Gary Levine at glevine@sheriffleefl.org. 

BINDI… “HARE” FOR YOU! 

Her slate-blue color makes this female Lionhead rabbit 

even more exquisite!   

Lionhead rabbits are known for their playfulness and for 

their cuddling...a perfect combination.  Bindi’s “silly antics 

will make you laugh,” according to Southwest Florida 

House Rabbit Rescue. 

Rabbits are excellent 

pets! They require far 

less maintenance and 

living space than other 

domestic pets. They are 

social animals and do 

well in pairs. They are playful and inquisitive and become 

loving members of the family. 

If you would like more information about Bindi, please 

visit Southwest Florida House Rabbit Rescue at https://

www.respectforrabbits.org/, call 410-382-2433 or email 

them at swflrabbits@gmail.com.  

FLOSSIE...WORLD’S OLDEST CAT                                             

NEARING 27TH BIRTHDAY 

Just months shy of her 27th birthday, British cat, Flossie, 

is reportedly in good health, spry and spunky and loves 

nothing more than to cuddle.  According to CNN, the 

Guinness Book of World Records has 

declared Flossie to be world’s oldest 

feline. Veterinary records have      

confirmed the cat’s age and birth in 

1995. The worlds oldest recorded  

feline was “Crème Puff,” who, in 

2005, reached the ripe, old age of 38. 


