
SEPTEMBER 2022 
LEHIGH WOMAN COMMITS FELONY ABUSE OF PUPPY,       

EARNS THE ACTF “SILVER BRACELETS” AWARD 

Having adopted the 4 to 6 month old Chihuahua in early 

July, the canine, “Money,” was found to be left outdoors 

in an unprotected area exposed to rain, found inside of a 

small cage, covered in urine and feces, with a severe    

Rectal Prolapse and with what appeared to be chemical 

burns to the puppy’s paws. 

The Chihuahua was in    

desperate need of            

veterinary treatment and 

the owner failed to make 

any attempt to obtain the 

necessary care for the dog. 

Untreated Rectal Prolapse 

can lead to severe          

complications including, but 

not limited to, Sepsis. In 

this case, “Money” was   

unable to stand due to the severity of the prolapse. 

The dog was severely underweight and, when body-

scored, received a scoring of only 1.5.  Such a score     

generally reflects loss of muscle and the protrusion of 

ribs, spine and pelvic bones. 

Neither food nor water 

were present inside of the 

cage and the canine had  

minimal fat visible when 

evaluated. 

(Money...continued) 

The Lee County       

Sheriff’s Office Animal 

Cruelty Task Force and 

East District Criminal 

Investigations Division            

interviewed the owner 

and, following this   

interview, the           

individual was charged 

with a violation of    

Florida Statute 828.12

(2), “Torture, Inflict 

Pain/Serious Physical 

Injury to an Animal;” a felony. 

Money was subsequently owner-surrendered and will be 

receiving all necessary veterinary treatment. 

This abuse call resulted in the 

rescue of an innocent animal 

in desperate need of care. 

Sheriff Marceno continues to 

ask that reports of any form 

of abuse be made...even 

anonymously...to ensure the 

safety and well-being of the 

children, the elders,            

vulnerable adults and the   

furry residents of Lee County. 



PACO, RECENTLY RESCUED BY ACTF, NOW FLOURISHING 

Mouth and legs taped together, found by good             

Samaritans on a North Fort Myers median, “Paco” was   

rescued by the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty 

Task Force in June. 

His abuser, Emerito Rolan Marquez II, was located,      

immediately arrested and charged with felony animal 

abuse. 

It is there, however, that Paco’s       

wonderful and amazing journey begins. 

As a result of the ongoing support that 

the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal 

Cruelty Task Force receives from Mutty 

Paws Rescue, Paco, now named 

“Saint,” was placed in a loving foster 

home on Florida’s east coast.                                                        

His second day of care included grooming, a manicure 

and his very first Puppuccino from Starbucks! Saint’s    

foster mom stated that he is “absolutely the greatest 

cuddler” and that he enjoys being near her “at all times.” 

Late last year, Mutty Paws Rescue stepped up and found 

a remarkable and loving home for a starved and           

neglected Khaleesi (pictured below when rescued and 

today), who has absolutely blossomed with her new     

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It appears Saint has additionally “hit the jackpot” in his 

new home and is reportedly responding well to the love 

and attention that he is receiving. 

The tireless work done by our local rescues and our area 

shelters make these life-saving transformations possible 

and the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Animal Cruelty Task        
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Force is forever indebted to all of the extraordinary and 

beneficent individuals, behind the scenes, that give their 

time and resources to save these animals.                               

Saint, for certain, is now living 

the life that he and every other 

living being deserves. 

Mutty Paws Rescue reports that 

Saint accompanies his mom 

everywhere that she ventures 

to, receives an ongoing supply 

of new toys (we say “ongoing” 

as Saint destroys them as    

quickly as he receives them), 

and enjoys days at the beach and the dog park. 

These “second chances” at life 

are the byproduct of Sheriff   

Carmine Marceno’s vision of an 

abuse-free Lee County, the   

unceasing work done by the Lee 

County Sheriff’s Office Animal 

Cruelty Task Force and all of our 

caring and selfless partners here 

in South Florida. 

DO DOGS HAVE A SENSE OF "TIME?" 

It is believed that while dogs don't understand the concept 

of time, they do have internal clocks and may be aware of 

the passing of time.                                                                

Does your dog begin to hover around the food bowl at the 

same time each day?                                                              

Does he/she begin to 

gaze out of the window 

at the time that you are 

due to arrive home from 

work?  Is he/she       

standing by the front 

door minutes prior to a 

scheduled walk?                                                                                        

While humans have a mechanical way to measure time…

clocks, alarms, for example, dogs are clearly able to         

anticipate upcoming events. 



Q&A WITH DR. MEGAN DAVIS, DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL 

OPERATIONS AT CAPE CORAL ANIMAL SHELTER 

Dr. Megan Davis joined the Cape Coral Animal Shelter as 

Director of Medical Operations in April of 2022 and    

oversees the veterinary care for patients at the shelter's 

veterinary clinic as well as their shelter animals.  

Monthly, Dr. Davis kindly takes time out of her busy day 

to answer questions emailed to the Lee County Sheriff's 

Office Animal Cruelty Task Force.  

Question: My senior dog appears to be a bit isolated and 

disinterested. I read an article about Canine Cognitive 

Dysfunction and I'm wondering if this is what we are  

dealing with. How can I tell? 

Dr. Megan Davis: “Canine Cognitive Dysfunction (CCD) is a 

degenerative brain disease similar to Alzheimer’s in     

people. You may also hear it called dog dementia or    

senility. It is often a diagnosis of exclusion, meaning     

veterinarians diagnosis the condition when a dog's    

symptoms cannot be explained by other medical          

diseases. 

There are, however, some classic symptoms that point 

towards a diagnosis of CCD in an older dog. The acronym      

DISHAAL is often used: 

Disorientation - acts 

confused, gets stuck 

in corners. 

Interaction changes 

- acts like they don't 

recognize the     

owner, isolates 

themselves from 

family members. 

Sleep/wake cycle 

changes - awake all 

night but sleeps most of the day, vocalizes at night. 

House soiling - previously trained dogs start having      

accidents in the house. 

Activity changes - paces, circles, not interested in playing 

Anxiety - new separation anxiety, becomes more fearful. 

Learning/memory changes - doesn't respond to             

previously known commands. 

Unfortunately CCD is a progressive disease and there is  

(Dr. Davis, continued) 

no cure. Our goal with treatment is to maintain quality of 

life for the dog (and the owner!) for as long as possible. 

The following are some treatment options that your     

veterinarian may discuss/recommend: 

Diet - Prescription diets such as Hill's Prescription Diet    

b/d or Purina ProPlan Veterinary Diet NeuroCare. Over 

the counter diets like Purina ProPlan Bright Mind (I love 

this diet for older dogs, even if they don't have cognitive 

decline). 

Supplements - Senilife, S-Adenosyl-l-methionine (SAMe) 

ex. Nutramax Denosyl 

Drugs - Anipryl (selegiline), anxiety / sleep aids                

(ex. Trazodone) 

Environmental enrichment - Interactive toys/puzzle  

feeders. Teach an old dog some new tricks! 

Not forgetting about our feline friends, we do also        

recognize cognitive dysfunction in cats. The presentation 

can be more ambiguous but many of the symptoms listed 

above also apply.” 

LUCKY “LADYBUG” SEEKING LOVING HOME 

Ladybugs are nearly always equated with good fortune 

and happiness...and this furry feline is ready to bring  

delight and joy into your home!  Only two-years-old, this 

Ladybug so wants a loving and safe home.                       

Interested?    

Contact the Gulf Coast Humane     

Society by calling 239-332-0364 or 

stop by the shelter located at 2010 

Arcadia Street, Fort Myers, FL 33916. 



DEAF DOG AWARENESS WEEK  

Annually, the last full week in September is designated 

as “Deaf Dog Awareness Week.” 

Well over 35,000 dogs in the United States have been 

diagnosed as deaf in both ears; over 120,000 having fully 

lost hearing in one ear. 

While deafness can affect any breed, there are particular 

breeds that appear to be more susceptible to such   

hearing loss.  Those breeds are Dalmatian, Boston      

Terrier, Jack Russell Terrier, Cocker Spaniel, Australian 

Shepherd, Maltese, Toy and Miniature Poodle, German 

Shepherd and West Highland White Terrier.   

In nearly all cases, deafness is hereditary and pigment-

related.  Interestingly, it is believed that deafness is    

associated with piebald or merle coat patterns.  Merle 

(marbled/streaked pattern on coat) is a genetic pattern 

that can be in a dog's coat.  Piebald patterns, which are 

irregular patches, are generally the result of a genetic 

abnormality. 

Deafness can be confirmed by veterinary professions 

using a BAER (brainstem auditory evoked response) test 

that detects electrical activity in the inner ear (cochlea) 

and hearing nerves (auditory pathways) in the brain. 

Potential adopters are asked to consider rescuing and 

caring for a deaf dog. 

For more information regarding deaf dogs, please visit 

https://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-

diseases-conditions-a-z/what-you-need-know-about-

deaf-dogs 

HURRICANE PET-PREPAREDNESS CLASS                         

SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 

Southwest Floridians have become proficient in regard to 

addressing their needs before and after a storm strikes 

the area. 

Few, however, have a full understanding as to what    

preparations need to be made for their pet(s).  The list of 

“to-dos” is actually more lengthy than you think and Liz 

McCauley, Cape Coral Animal Shelter Executive Director, 

will conduct a free class, “Hurricane Preparation for Your 

Pet” at the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Miromar Outlets      

Community Outreach Center. 

The shelter will be bringing adoptable puppies to the 

event, will provide gifts and prizes and refreshments will 

be served. 

Seating is limited.  To reserve a seat, please email 

glevine@sheriffleefl.org prior to September 22, 2022. 

ANOTHER “CELL DOGS” GRADUATION… 

Four more shelter dogs, from the Gulf Coast Humane  

Society, “Pixie,” “Pasta,” “Fendi” and “Duke,” proudly 

graduated from the Lee County Sheriff’s Office “Cell Dog 

Program” this month. 

Mutually beneficial to both inmates and canines, the  

program ensures that each dog is trained and prepared 

for a successful transition into a new home.                                       

The program incorporates 

highly-effective dog-training 

practices and graduates    

canines that tend to be    

adopted rather quickly. 

Visit celldogs.sheriffleefl.org 

for additional information regarding this wonderfully   

successful program. 



ANIMALS-AT-LARGE 

Regularly, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office posts pleas on 

social media accounts and in our newsletters regarding 

the importance of preventing animals from running freely 

in Lee County. 

Despite these reminders, the number of at-large animals 

continues to grow. 

These animals continue to destroy property, are regularly 

struck by passing cars and trucks, have been killed by  

local wildlife, have been involved in a number of dog-bite 

incidents and have become a burden for our local        

shelters. 

Lee County social media pages are flooded with lost and 

missing dogs.  While we understand that dogs do escape 

from time to time…dig a hole or two beneath the fence…

tear through screened lanais…run out an open door, the 

problem continues to worsen and can only be resolved 

with the help of pet owners. 

Fences should be inspected regularly to ensure integrity.  

Gates and doors must be kept closed when used to      

contain an animal.  Tables, chairs or woodpiles near the 

fence line should be moved as canines utilize these   

structures to climb over fencing. 

Dogs must be leashed when out for walks and out        

relieving themselves.  THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Lee County Ordinances PROHIBIT pet owners and those in 

custody of animals from allowing them to run at-large: 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having 

possession, charge, custody or control of any animal,  

including but not limited to domestic, livestock, farm,    

wildlife or fowl raised in captivity, to permit the animal to 

stray, run, go or roam at-large in or upon any public 

street, sidewalk, school grounds, in the area of school  

(ANIMALS-AT-LARGE...continued) 

vehicles, beaches, parks or on the private property of 

others without the consent of the owner of such         

property. 

(b) Any animal found in violation of this section may be 

impounded. 

(c) Any property owner or tenant may seize an              

unrestrained animal, unattended animal, or animal at 

large on his or her property and turn said animal over to 

animal services for disposition. Any person seizing an  

unrestrained, or animal at large shall capture the animal 

in a safe and humane manner, and may employ certain 

humane traps for such purpose. 

PLEASE…for the safety of our community, for the          

well-being of our animals, ensure that your animals are 

not allowed to roam at-large. 

“DON’T EVEN THINK ABOUT ABUSING   

AN ANIMAL IN LEE COUNTY.” 

- SHERIFF CARMINE MARCENO 



HARLEY QUINN IS HOP-FUL TO FIND A LOVING HOME 

The Southwest Florida House Rabbit Rescue is always 

looking for safe and loving homes for their adoptable    

rabbits!   

Rabbits are highly-social animals who enjoy spending time 

with their owners, are wonderful with children and are 

easily litter box trained...making them easy to care for. 

Many individuals who suffer from allergies around dogs 

and cats will find that they are not allergic to rabbits!  

They have long lifespans with an average lifespan of 10 to 

12 years when cared for properly, are excellent pets in 

smaller apartments and have fantastic personalities! 

“Harley Quinn” loves to 

snuggle...her “zoomies” 

will make you smile and 

laugh...and, of course, 

she is absolutely         

adorable! 

For more information 

regarding adopting and/

or fostering rabbits, to 

learn more about      

Southwest Florida House 

Rabbit Rescue or to      

donate to this 501(c)(3) volunteer-driven nonprofit           

organization, please visit respectforrabbits.org, call (410) 

382-2433 or email them at swflrabbits@gmail.com. 

DUCKS AND TURTLES AND KOI FISH, OH MY… 

With an outreach center located at the Miromar Outlets, 

don’t think that we wouldn’t take advantage of an      

opportunity to feed the ducks, the turtles and the Koi 

fish that reside on the property. 

MRS. GRUMPY NEEDS SOMEONE TO TALK TO… 

Say hello to “Mrs. Grumpy,” a Blue-Fronted Amazon (also 

known as a Turquoise-Fronted Amazon) that is seeking a 

new home following the passing of her previous owner. 

She is approximately 26-years-of-age...young considering 

the average lifespan of this bird ranges from 60 to 80 

years...and enjoys fruits, berries, seeds and nuts. 

According to SWFL Birds of a Feather Rescue and              

Rehabilitation, Mrs. Grumpy can be a bit “temperamental,” 

but most definitely likes men and would benefit from 

someone who works from home or is retired. 

She doesn’t seem to    

enjoy being handled all 

too often, but craves       

attention. Her vocabulary 

is excellent and loves to 

mimic sounds. 

All Amazons should be 

allowed a minimum of 

three to four hours of 

time outside of the cage 

each day as they require 

an opportunity to stretch 

their wings and play. 

Blue-Fronted Amazons love to bathe, to climb and chew, so 

toys, ladders and swings help to keep them entertained.   

To learn more about Mrs. Grumpy or any other adoptable 

winged-friends, for additional information regarding SWFL 

Birds of a Feather      

Rescue and                   

Rehabilitation-Domestic 

Birds or to donate to 

this 501(c)3, please 

check them out on    

Facebook @swflbirds   

or email them at                   

swflbirdsof@gmail.com.  



 

“RIDE FOR THE RESCUES”                                                            

Honoring Our Adopted Cell Dogs, National Adopt A Shelter Dog Month 

and National Animal Safety & Protection Month 

Saturday, October 22, 2022   11:00 AM - 2:00 PM                                                                             

Estero Community Park 9200 Corkscrew Palms, Estero                          

For additional information, email GBirch@sheriffleefl.org  

“Know that the same spark of life that is within 

you, is within all of our animal friends. The      

desire to live is the same within all of us...” 
       

                                                          ― Rai Aren  

JUST LIKE CHERRY COLA… 

I met her in a shelter down on Arcadia Street. I asked her 

her name and she barked at me...said it was “Lola, L, O, L, 

A, Lola.” 

Lola is four-years-old and an absolute darling! Lola joined 

us for a recent “Mall Mutts” walk through Miromar Outlets 

and this young lady stole the heart from each guest that 

greeted her. 

Lola is great with other dogs, wonderful around children 

and just a joy to be with! She is housetrained, quiet and as 

affectionate as can be! 

If you have a place in your heart 

and in your home...and you 

promise to love Lola forever, 

please stop by Gulf Coast       

Humane Society, located at 

2010 Arcadia Street in Fort    

Myers or call 239-332-0364. 

You’ll be glad that you did! 

PET EMERGENCY PLAN 

Although it is an unpleasant thought, what arrangements 

have you made for your pet(s) in the event that         

something should happen to you? 

Who would care for your pet(s)?  Would they know what 

to feed him/her?  Or how much?  How often? 

Would this caregiver know about medications that your 

pet may take?  Would they have access to your pet’s     

records and/or veterinarian? 

Would this caregiver have the financial means to care for 

your pet?  Is there room in their home?  Does this       

caregiver live nearby and have the ability to access your 

pet on short notice?                                                             

Consider discussing 

your pet’s care with a 

potential caregiver.        

Compile documents, 

a list containing        

relevant information 

including veterinary 

contact information, 

food preferences, allergies, etc.  Ensure that this person 

has keys and/or access to your home. 

Lastly, make certain that your dog is comfortable with this 

potential caregiver.  Allow your caregiver to spend quality 

time with your pets. 

ZORBA, THE ENGLISH MASTIFF, WEIGHED IN AT 353 LBS. 

Regarded by the “Guinness Book of World Records” as the 

heaviest and longest dog ever recorded, Zorba, a male Old 

English Mastiff, weighed in at 353 pounds in 1989. 

Born on September 26, 1981 in the 

UK, the enormous canine stood 37 

inches high at the shoulders and 

measured an incredible 8 feet 3    

inches from the tip of his nose to his 

tail. 


